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able there, and, by the help of certain accommodations whose
number and consequences were limited by no insurmountable
obstacle, they there became the centre of a' powerful and
fruitful religion.

Developed to its logical extreme, Palestinian Judaism led
perforce to the Great Rebellion, and hence to the downfall of
the Jewish nation. Similarly, the spiritual evolution of the
Judaism of the Diaspora would produce a religion, based on
Israelitic monotheism and the ethic of the Mosaic Law, but
based on the form and spirit of a universalist Salvationism,
ready at all times to assimilate anything of religious vitality
which came within its range.

Such a religion indeed saw the light of day, and it goes
under the name of Christianity. To the historian, it might
possibly appear as no more than the natural consequence of
the appearance on Palestinian soil of a Messianic prophet of
distinctively Jewish character. In reality, however, its true
antecedents lie on Hellenistic soil, for it was in Hellenistic Judaism
that it found its raison d'etre, there it was born, nurtured and
reared, and there it fulfilled its destiny.